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Among all the special elements of the 2019 annual conference, 
one has been a constant over the past forty years of ANACEFC: 
the faithfulness of our sovereign God. We were able to retrace 

our steps to the inception of ANACEFC forty years ago and saw His 
guiding hand along the way. We are so thankful to be given the 
privilege to serve him. May all the glory and praise be to Him forever! 

It took some effort to compile all 
the events, participants, testimonies 
and memories of forty years 
into a handsome publication 
commemorating this anniversary 

celebration. 
An 
investigation 
into the 
timeline 
revealed 
ANACEFC 
was born on 
June 20, 1979 
at the EFCA 
Conference 

in Fresno, California. It began 
with just five Chinese Evangelical 
Free Churches with the vision of a 
network of mutual support. Over 
the years God has led this network 
to grow into 46 churches in North 
America and Panama. 

In 1992 and 1994, God prompted 
the partnership to serve with 
EFCC and EFCA. Each annual 
conference has been a portrait of 
ANACEFC’s mission to glorify 
God by: promoting fellowship 
among existing Chinese Evangelical 
Churches in North America, 

unifying, mobilizing for effective 
evangelism of the unsaved, and 
mutual edification of believers. In 
the past forty years, the mission has 
been observed by church planting, 
focusing on next generation English 
ministry, joint cantata presentations 
among member churches in North 
America, translating Evangelical 
Convictions, Gospel Truth and 
EFCA credentialing documents 
into Chinese, partnering with 
China Evangelical Seminary North 
America (CESNA) and setting up 
a Seminarian Fund to equip future 
pastors of Chinese Evangelical Free 
Churches.

The 40
th
 anniversary celebration 

annual conference was held in 

sunny California. The brothers 

and sisters of Arise Church 

in F remont and San F rancisco 

Evangelical F ree Church have 

lovingly and generously given 

their time, effort and financial 

support to make this conference a 

truly memorable one.

We had the opportunity to play 
tourists for an afternoon at San 
Francisco’s famous sites such as 
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Lombard Street, Fisherman’s Wharf 
and China Town. 

The theme of the conference, based 
on Acts 1:8, emphasized on "Caring, 
Connecting, Proclaiming: Winning 
Communities for Christ". In three 

sessions, keynote speaker Rev. 
Wing So spoke on the problem 
of complacency, the problem of 
insensitivity and the problem of 
strategy. 

The problem of 
complacency 

is a matter of 
“Who.” It is a 
crisis in North 
American 
churches where 
believers have 
forgotten their identity 
and calling of God. It is not 
suffering, but leisurely living that 
foments complacency. Forgetting 

God’s grace, God’s calling 
and our mission are 
dangerous propositions. 
We were encouraged 
to remember through 
worshipping God together.

The problem of 
insensitivity

 is a matter of time, of “when.” Rev. 
So reminded us that if we know 
the past, we can see the future and 
make right judgments. Believers 
must interpret the times from God’s 
perspective.  When Jesus died 
on the cross for our salvation, a 

new age has begun. Our salvation 
is “already but not yet” with an 
eschatological tension. It stretches 

from salvation at Christ’s first 
coming to judgment in 

his second coming. 
How should 

we view our 
time? Is our 

time spent in 
pursuit of leisure 

or accepting 
meaningful suffering 

that brings joy in the 
morning?

The problem of strategy

is a matter of “how.” The Evangelical 
Free Church is similar to the China 
Inland Mission of the past. Each 
local church is autonomous to 
develop lay leadership. The church 
is not viewed as a building, but 
all the people of God, saved by 
grace through Jesus Christ and in 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

We are reminded not to lose 
perspective of the community 
church that penetrates into the 
community. As we pay attention 
to the times, we recognize the 
Cantonese congregations are aging. 
The English-ministry congregations 
are diminishing as the North 
American born next generation 
leave the Chinese churches to 
attend multi-ethnic churches. The 
Mandarin churches are on the rise, 
but we must ensure it is conversion 
growth rather than transfer growth.

What is our strategy during these 
challenging times? We must stay 
relevant and proclaim the gospel 
according to the needs of the 
people. The body of Christ must 
be the dynamic church as the first 
century believers experienced. 

Delegates waiting at the San Francisco EFC for the 
tour bus.

Fisherman’s Wharf Pier 39

Rev Wing So Day 1 message
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They fellowship together and 
shared each others’ burden; but 
most importantly, they prayed 
unceasingly. To pray unceasingly 
is to convert unceasing thoughts 

into unceasing prayers. We must 
strive to be the salt and light in our 
community, in these times.

Many thanks to Dr Agnes Chiu 
who faithfully and accurately 
interpreted Rev Wing So’s three 
keynote messages from Cantonese 
to English.

Rev. Ron King of Bridges 
Community 
Church in Fremont 
shared in a 
workshop “What 
in the world is 
God doing?” 
Rev. King pointed 
out we see many 
people types in 
different parts of 
North America. 
For example, 
delegates to the 
conference from Fargo, North 
Dakota noticed increasing numbers 
of Sudanese in 
their area. 

God is sovereign; 
he governs 
demographic 
shifts and places 
people where they 

are at. We observed God is doing 
something; he is drawing people to 
our cities so that they might know 
him. 

Rev. King led us 
into discussions 
of how our views 
of gospel sharing 
might change in 
our neighborhood 
in light of these 
demographic 
changes.

At the 2019 
annual conference 
we embarked in 
an interesting 
exercise. We may 
notice when we 
try to solve problems in the church, 
we jumped to actions and programs 
very quickly before we find out the 
root causes of the problems. 

The exercise endeavors to help 
us find out the root causes of our 

problems before 
we jump into 
action. It is 
called 5 Whys. 
We begin by 
writing down the 
specific problem. 
We ask why the 
problem happens 
and write the 
answer below the 
problem. Then 

we write a question to ask why 
the first answer occurs. Repeat the 
question of “why” three more times. 

Rev. Wing So Day 2 message

Day 2 Rev Ron King’s workshop

The delegates were divided 
into Cantonese, English 
and Mandarin groups. Each 
group was divided into 
subgroups to find the root 
cause to three problems: 

1. Our church is not 
passionate about sharing 
the gospel. 

2. Newly baptized believers do not 
attend church services regularly, 

3. Jesus Christ is not the center of 
our everyday living. 

Almost all participants find the 
exercise engaging and see it as a 
helpful tool for problem solving in 
their churches.

The conference ended with 
a sumptuous banquet at the 
Mayflower Chinese Restaurant in 
Fremont. It was a joyous time of 
worshipful fellowship before we 
parted until meeting again next year 
in Markham, Ontario, Canada.

ANACEFC 40 th Anniversary Banquet at the  
May Flower Restaurant, Sept. 27, 2019

Chairperson Elaine Cheng introduces 
the ‘5 Whys’ exercise

Delegates divided into small groups to 
answer the ‘5 Whys’ question
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Items   2020 (US $)  2019 (US $)
Church Planting Fund   12,000.00 12,000.00
Itinerary Pastor Projects   20,000.00 20,000.00
Seminarian Fund   15,000.00 10,000.00
Special Ministry Supporting Fund  9,000.00 6,500.00

Dorcas Ministry  5,000.00
Other 4,000.00

Annual Conference   6,000.00 15,000.00
Special Workshop(s)/Mini Conference(s)   3,000.00
Board members’ Meetings & Travel   20,000.00 20,000.00
Contingencies   6,000.00 6,000.00
Office & Supplies or Miscellaneous   1,000.00 500.00
TOTAL  92,000.00 90,000.00

2020 BUDGET FOR EXPENDITURE (AMENDED)

U P D A T E S

1. New Member Church: We welcome both the 
Cantonese and Mandarin Ministry of Bridges 
Community Church to be our new family 
member.

2. EFCA/EFCC Credentialing: ANACEFC will 
assist with the credentialing process should 
Chinese language is required.

3. Partnership with China Evangelical Seminary 
North America (CESNA): Elaine Cheng, 
Pastor Paul Yang and Helen Woo will represent 
ANACEFC in working with CESNA.

4. Pastor Dan Byrne is available as a resource to 
assist with English Ministry in our churches. 
If you would like to engage his service, please 
contact ANACEFC via email to  
secretary.anacefc@gmail.com.

5. Communication Specialist: The Board 
appreciates the service of brother Joseph Yu to 

support our communication need and we will 
continue to engage him on this front.

6. Charis Evangelical Free Church: The Church has 
informed its members that it will cease to exist as 
a Church by the end of this year.  Please pray that 
church members are able to find another home 
church in the Toronto area.

7. Rev. Wing So’s Conference messages: Both audio 
and written form are now available online via 
ANACEFC web site on  
www.anacefc.com.

8. Have you checked out www.anaecfc.com? 

• Flippable 124-page ANACEFC 40th 
Anniversary Publication and 2019 
Conference Manual? Cool!

• Photo Gallery for 2019 ANACEFC Conference 
– login password required. The password will 
be sent to you in a separate email.
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DATE: Friday, September 27, 2019
TIME: 11:00AM to 12:30PM
PLACE: San Francisco Evangelical Free Church
 756 Union Street, San Francisco, CA 94133
REGISTERED:  72 registered delegates and guests, 

representing 30+ churches in EFCC and EFCA
CHAIR:  Elaine Cheng
MINUTES: Pastor Teresa Gianakakos

1. Opening prayer by Elaine Cheng.
2. Elaine called the meeting to order.
3. David Tsen motioned to approve 2018 Business Meeting min-

utes. Rev. Samuel Wai seconded. All in favor.
4. Director’s report by the Chair, Elaine Cheng. 

a. Thanked God for his blessings in the past year. Thanks 
to SFEFC and Arise Church for their support and hosting 
of the conference. 

b. There was intense research on the history and timeline of 
ANACEFC; in time for the 40th anniversary publication. 
Hopefully this publication will remind member churches 
of the work ANACEFC has done in their midst. 

c. The church plant of Charis Church in Toronto has sensed 
God’s leading to close.

d. Partnership with CESNA
i. Seminar on August 3, 2019 on the history of the Evan-

gelical Free Church in the United States and Canada, 
as well as some international EF Churches. About 40 
participants attended the seminar at CESNA and on-
line.

e. Encouraged church planting. Mentioning of Rev. Fred 
Eng of CEFCLA. He has a vision for church planting at 
his church. The vision of ANACEFC continue to include 
Mandarin ministry for immigrants and students, revival in 
Cantonese churches and continual development in En-
glish ministry.

5. Helen Woo presented the treasurer’s report.
a. Helen thanked Wilson Mo for finishing the IPP books be-

fore passing ANACEFC accounting to her.
b. Helen thanked all the churches and individual donors for 

their financial support.

2019
 Annual 

Conference 

Business 

Meeting 

Minutes
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c. All accounts related to IPP are closed in early 2019 but 
the numbers are not yet reflected in this year’s budget 
report.

d. ANACEFC encourages churches to support with 1% of 
their church budget.

6. Approval of Financial statements for the year ended Decem-
ber 31, 2017.

a. Helen motioned, David Tsen seconded. All in favor.
7. Election of Directors (3 vacancies)

a. Replacement of David Tsen who has served one term.
b. Replacement of Joseph Yu who has served one year. 

Joseph was appointed for one year term after last year’s 
Conference.

c. Re-election for Teresa Gianakakos for a third term (2019-
2021).
i. Majority of delegates voted to re-elect Teresa 

Gianakakos. 
d. Re-election for Paul Yang for a second term 

(2019-2021).
i. Majority of delegates voted to re-elect Paul 

Yang. 
e. Gershom Lee has agreed to stand for election as 

director for 2019-2021 term of office.
i. Majority of delegates voted to elect Gershom 

Lee. 
f. Richard Leung has agreed to stand for election 

as director for 2019-2021 term of office.
i. Majority of delegates voted to elect Richard Leung. 

g. Jimmy Chan has agreed to stand for election as director 
for 2019-2021 term of office.
i. Majority of delegates voted to elect Jimmy Chan. 

Director’s report by the Chair, Elaine Cheng

Financial report by the Treasurer, 
Helen Woo
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8. Approval of 2020 Budget
a. Update from CESNA (Dr. Agnes Chiu)

i. Priority of seminarian fund will be given to Master’s 
degree applications but Doctor of Ministry applications 
will also be considered. 

ii. Timothy Project
1. To identify church members as succession of 

pastoral staff and to equip these persons.
b. Support of an 18-month project led by Dr. Enoch Wong 

related to studying pastors of North American immigrant 
Chinese churches. The study is commissioned by the 
Center for Leadership Studies of Canadian Chinese 
School of Theology and CCCOWE.
i. The Board proposed support of $2,000 CAD, and the 

members voted in favor. 
c. Endorsement of Pastor Dan Byrne as English ministry 

resource
i. Pastor Dan is waiting for confirmation from EFCC to 

be commissioned as an EFCC National Missionary 
serving in Ottawa, seconded to Power to Change for 
70% of his time. This is expected to happen in early 
October. 

ii. Of the remaining 30% of his time, Pastor Dan will 
give half (about 7.5 weeks a year) to serve within our 
Free Church movements outside of Ottawa, includ-
ing potential work among ANACEFC churches. He 
has 12 years experience serving in English ministry 
in a Chinese church as well as a master’s degree in 
cross cultural studies. He is open to mentoring and 
encouraging English pastors and leaders; conducting 
workshops, training and coaching in evangelism and 
discipleship; and aiding in conflict resolution. 

iii. Pastor Dan will be raising his salary and ministry 
expenses through financial partners. If a church is 
requesting his services and requiring travel, it would 
be appropriate for the church to take care of travel, 
housing and ministry expenses incurred. If a church 
cannot take care of these expenses, the request must 
be submitted by October 1 for the following year, so 
that a ministry plan can be made and funds can be 
raised. Churches can also contact ANACEFC for 

Update from CESNA: Dr Agnes Chiu

Endorsement of Pastor Dan Byrne as English 
Ministry resource

Pastor Teresa Gianakakos, Secretary, taking minutes
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assistance. 
iv. Members voted in favor of this 

endorsement. 
d. IPP is still part of the 2020 budget 

even though there is no longer an 
IPP person.
i. The board will recruit retired 

pastors to serve in activities re-
lated to IPP type work. 

ii. Priority will be given to church-
es in crisis and those without 
pastors. 

e. Elaine motioned to approve budget. Rev. Stephen Kwok 
seconded. All in favor.

9. Adoption of Bridges Community Church Cantonese/Man-
darin Ministry as member of ANACEFC

i. Majority of delegates voted in favor for the adoption. 
10. Presentation by EFCC

a. Executive Director Rev. Bill Taylor.
b. Rev. Jonathan Prins, EFCC missionary to Japan.

11. The majority of directors of 2019-2021 term voted for 
Elaine to remain chair and Richard Leung to be vice chair. 
The decisions were brought before the delegates. A majority 
favors to confirm Elaine as chair of ANACEFC board and 

Richard as vice chair.
12. 2020 ANACEFC Conference—September 30 to Oc-

tober 3 in Markham, Canada. The theme will be “The 
Future of Our English Ministry.”

13. Other Business
a. Teresa Gianakakos requested help from church-

es to participate in a survey for her Doctor of Min-
istry research.

b. George Mok and Rev. Kenny Wong will be coor-
dinating mission trips of churches who are inter-
ested.

c. Translation of book Evangelical Convictions is 
available electronically upon request. The EFCA 
credentialing document has been translated into 
Chinese and will be available on EFCA web site.

14. Elaine motioned to adjourn meeting. All in favor.
15. Closing prayer by EFCC Director Rev. Bill Taylor. 

Presentation by EFCC Executive Director  
Rev Bill Taylor

Presentation by EFCC missionary to Japan  
Rev. Jonathan Prins

Announcing 2020 ANACEFC Conference
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DAY 1 
September 25, 2019 (Wed)

PHOTO GALLERY 圖片廊
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DAY 2 
September 26, 2019 (Thu)
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DAY 3 
September 27, 2019 (Fri)
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2019-2020

BOARD 

OF 

ANACEFC 

Chairperson 
Elaine Cheng

Secretary
Pastor Teresa Gianakakos

Treasurer
Helen Woo

Cantonese Ministry
Gershom Lee

Mandarin Ministry
Pastor Paul Yang

International Student Outreach
Elaine Cheng

Vice Chairman 
Richard Leung

English Ministry
Richard Leung

Note 

Jimmy Chan, our 
newly elected 

Board member, 
has asked to 

step aside for a 
few months for 

personal reason. 
Please pray for 

Jimmy as he seeks 
God’s guidance.

Support

Communication 
Specialist: 
Joseph Yu
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NOTES
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Announcement

2020 
41st ANACEFC 

Conference

• Why is there a decline in our English speaking congregation? 
• What do we need to change as a church to develop a healthy  

English Ministry?
• Let us face up to the obstacles and challenges  

affecting the growth of our English Ministry.

Speaker: Dr. Enoch Wong

Date: 
September 30 - 

October 3, 2020

Place: 
Metro Chinese 

Christian Mission  
多城播道會 

Markham, ON

C
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Enoch Wong (PhD, Gonzaga) is the 
Director of Centre for Leadership 
Studies and an Assistant Professor 
of Practical Theology at Canadian 
Chinese School of Theology. He 
is also a minister-at-large with the 
Eastern District of Christian & 
Missionary Alliance in Canada.  In 
addition, Enoch serves as a director 
on the board of several theological 
institutions and is a former 
director on the board of Christian 
& Missionary Alliance (Canada).  
Enoch is passionate about the well 
being of Canadian-born Chinese 
Christians (CBCC) and the 
leadership challenges the Chinese 
Canadian Immigrant Churches in 

Canada (CCIC) 
face.  He has 
completed two 
separate but 
related researches 
into faith journeys 
of CBCC: (1) his PhD dissertation, 
How am I Going to Grow Up, 
explores the transition of CBCC 
from their parents’ churches to 
congregations of their own choice 
through the lenses of ethnicity, 
religion and servant-leadership; 
(2) Listening to Their Voices: An 
Exploration of Faith Journeys of 
Canadian-born Chinese Christians 
commissioned by CCCOWE 
Canada.

2020年
第四十一屆

北美華人播道會聯會會議


